Whole-lung tomography in urologic malignancy.
The place of whole-lung tomography in urologic malignancy has not been established. We reviewed 88 cases of known or suspected urologic malignancy in which tomography was used. Most patients had renal, bladder, or testicular tumors. Of the 68 patients with negative screening chest roentgenograms, all but 2 had negative tomograms. One of these 2 patients had a normal chest film (the other had extrapulmonary metastasis), and he did not have the renal carcinoma initially suspected. Tomography discovered no metastases from urologic malignancy that was not already known about from the screening x-ray film. In 20 cases with a positive screening x-ray film, tomography was of limited value. It cleared two suspicious chest films and added information on extent of metastatic involvement in three. We conclude that whole-lung tomography adds little information not available by chest roentgenogram in our selected population, and with a negative screening chest film no additional chest study is needed.